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REV. PROFESSOR WILLIAM HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 



By the Rev. George S. Duncan, Ph.D. 
Harrisburg, Penna. 



There was a memorable gathering in the beautiful university town of 
Princeton, N. J., on May 5, 1896. From many parts of America came hun- 
dreds of pupils, friends and admirers to celebrate the jubilee of Rev. Professor 
William H. Green, D.D., LL.D., who for fifty years has been a teacher in 
Princeton Theological Seminary. A similar celebration was held at Prince- 
ton on April 24, 1872, when Dr. Charles Hodge completed his fiftieth 
year as a professor in the seminary. This famous school of the prophets has 
been fortunate in retaining many of its professors for long periods. Dr. 
Archibald Alexander taught for nearly forty years ; Dr. Charles Hodge, for 
fifty-eight ; Dr. Joseph A. Alexander, for twenty-seven ; Dr. A. T. McGill, for 
thirty-five ; Dr. Caspar Wistar Hodge, for thirty-one, and Dr. James C. Mof- 
fat for twenty-nine years. 

It was eminently proper that the seminary authorities should arrange for 
celebrating in a fitting manner Dr. Green's fifty years of distinguished service 
at Princeton. The exercises were held in the beautiful Alexander Hall and 
were of a most interesting character. The following four addresses were 
delivered: (1) "Dr. Green's Services to the Seminary," by Rev. A. Gosman, 
D.D.; (2) "Dr. Green's Contribution to Biblical Criticism," by Rev. Professor 
C. M. Mead, Ph.D., LL.D.; (3) "Dr. Green's Contribution to Semitic Scholar- 
ship," by Rev. Professor J. F. McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D. ; and (4) "Dr. Green's 
Services to the Church," by Rev. President F. L. Patton, D.D., LL.D. Then 
followed six congratulatory addresses from (1) the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, by Rev. Dr. R. R. Booth ; (2) our sister churches, 
by Rev. Professor Wm. M. McPheeters, D.D.; (3) our sister seminaries, by 
Rev. Professor W. J. Beecher, D.D.; (4) Dr. Green's alma mater, by President 
E. D. Warfield, LL.D.; (5) trustees of Princeton College, by H. M. Alex- 
ander, LL.D., and (6) from the Old Testament revision committee, by Rev. 
Professor Howard Osgood, D.D., LL.D. In the afternoon a reminiscence 
meeting was held in the Alexander Hall when short speeches referring to dif- 
ferent periods of Dr. Green's career were delivered by Rev. Dr. W. C. Cattell, 
Rev. Dr. T. L. Cuyler, Rev. Dr. A. A. E. Taylor, Rev. Dr. E. H. Griffin, Rev 
Dr. J. Fox, and Rev. Dr. Wm. M. Paxton. At the close of these exercises 
all went to Dr. Green's residence and offered the veteran professor their con- 
gratulations. The various colleges and theological schools of America had 
been invited, and many of these sent representatives. There was thus at 
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the jubilee an unusually large number of scholars of the first rank. Con- 
gratulatory letters were received from institutions in England, Scotland, Ire- 
land, Germany, France, and other nations of the old world. 

Dr. William Henry Green was born in Groveville, N. J., on January 27, 
1 825. He is a descendant of Rev. Jonathan Dickinson, D.D., first president 
of Princeton College and is connected with families who have been very 
prominent in church and state. Dr. Green graduated from Lafayette College 
at Easton, Penn., in 1840 with the highest honors and with a splendid record 
for lingustic attainments. His theological course was pursued in Princeton 
Seminary where he received his diploma in 1846. The seminary professors 
at this time were A. Alexander, D.D., LL.D., Charles Hodge, D.D., LL.D., 
S. Miller, D.D., LL.D., and J. A. Alexander, D.D., who filled the chair of 
Oriental and Biblical Literature, a department in which Dr. Green took an 
unusually high stand. Among his classmates at Princeton were the late Pro- 
fessor A. A. Hodge and Rev. Dr. T. L. Cuyler. Immediately in his gradua- 
tion from the seminary in 1846 Dr. Green was elected an instructor of 
Hebrew. In 1851 he was chosen professor of Biblical and Oriental Lit- 
erature and has held the chair ever since. Dr. Green has been a most inspir- 
ing and suggestive teacher and has ever impressed his pupils with high ideals 
of study. He has always expected of his students most thorough work and 
thus has formed in them intellectual habits of the highest value. Amid all 
their difficulties pupils have ever found in him a friend to help in every time 
of need. Besides his regular work in the lecture room Dr. Green has con- 
ducted seminars year by year where groups of students would pursue spe- 
cial lines of investigation. It is estimated that about three thousand pupils 
have sat at his feet. 

When the American Committee of Revision was formed in 1871, Dr. Green 
was chosen president of the Old Testament company and did most important 
service in the work of revising the Old Testament. At the meeting of the 
general assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States of America, 
held in Pittsburg in 1891, Dr. Green was elected moderator. The degree of 
D.D. was conferred upon him in 1857 by Princeton College, and in 1884 by 
the University of Edinburgh. Rutgers College gave him the degree of LL.D. 
in 1873. 

While Dr. Green has been for fifty years busily engaged in teaching, his 
pen has not been idle. He has written nine volumes which are well known 
on both sides of the Atlantic. His books in the order of their publication are 
as follows: (1) Hebrew Grammar (1st edition), 1861 ; (2) Hebrew Chres- 
tomathy, 1863 ; (3) Pentateuch Vindicated from the Aspersions of Bishop 
Colenso, 1863; (4) Elementary Hebrew Grammar (1st edition), 1866; (5) 
Argument of Book of fob, 1874; (6) Moses and the Prophets, 1883; (7) 
Hebrew Feasts, 1 885 ; (8) Higher Criticism of the Pentateuch, 1 896 ; (9) 
Unity of the Book of Genesis, 1896. In the Lange Bible Commentary Dr. 
Green translated the "Song of Solomon," and added much new matter. 
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Besides these works he has written very many most scholarly articles, chiefly on 
Old Testament subjects, for the Biblical Repertory, Princeton Review, 
Presbyterian Review, Presbyterian and Reformed Review, and Hebraica. 

As is well known, Dr. Green takes a conservative position on questions 
of Old Testament higher criticism. There can be no doubt that he is 
today the foremost Hebrew scholar who holds the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch and the unity of Isaiah. It is perfectly safe to say that no one 
has stated the grounds for the conservative position in such a thorough, 
scholarly way as Dr. Green has done. He overlooks no important point and 
endeavors to meet each position of the newer view with fullness and fairness. 
Professor T. K. Cheyne says: "Tradition never had an abler advocate, 
setting aside Hengstenberg and Pusey, than Dr. Green." Dr. Green has 
frequently been called the Hengstenberg of America. Whatever views one 
holds on the higher critical questions pertaining to the Old Testament, all 
must feel under lasting obligation to Dr. Green for presenting the most 
scholarly arguments which support the traditional views. Every student must 
fearlessly and fairly look at all sides of this as well as any other subject of 
investigation. Only by so doing can we reach truth and so prove all things, 
and hold fast to that which is good. In all his higher critical writings, Dr. 
Green hurls no hard names or bitter and unkind epithets upon those who 
differ widely from him. Such methods have been too common in biblical 
scholarly discussions of the past, but are happily less common now. No 
critic must dip his pen in sulphuric acid. 

In private life Dr. Green is a most lovable Christian gentleman, and one 
of the humblest of men. His beautiful well-rounded and well-balanced 
Christian character has been an epistle known and read by thousands of men. 
Serus in coelum redeat. 



